
             Windows 7 Hard Drive Imaging: 

                            By Jon Benjamin – www.exenvoid.com 

              This procedure should be carried out ‘Once a year’ 
 
If you create an image backup of your computer system drive, you could save 
hundreds of dollars in repair bills if your computer ever suffers a serious disaster. 
The image backup you create can be used to restore your computer to working 
ÃÏÎÄÉÔÉÏÎ ×ÉÔÈÉÎ ÁÎ ÈÏÕÒȢ /Æ ÃÏÕÒÓÅ ÈÁÒÄ ÄÉÓË Ȭrestorationȭ ÓÈÏÕÌd be only 
attempted with technical support, but creating and storing the image/s is something 
most users should learn to do themselves. 

 
  Prior to creating a system backup image, it is best to prepare the computer. 
 

 Ensure you have checked & installed all the latest Microsoft updates  

 Carry out a full Anti Virus check of the system 

 Carry out a full Anti Malware check of the system 

 Turn off screen saver and ensure no programs are running 

 Disconnect the internet if you can 

 Ensure your external hard drive is connected and has adequate 
capacity to store a system drive image! 

 
/ÎÃÅ ÙÏÕ ÁÒÅ ÐÒÅÐÁÒÅÄȟ ÒÕÎ ÔÈÅ ÂÕÉÌÔ ÉÎ 7ÉÎÄÏ×Ó χ ȬBackup and Restoreȭ 
program. If I have serviced your computer recently you may have a 
ÓÈÏÒÔÃÕÔ ÉÎ ÙÏÕÒ Ȭ3ÅÒÖÉÃÅȭ ÆÏÌÄÅÒ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ÄÅÓËÔÏÐȠ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                       OR: ~ Follow these steps 
 
 
                                                          .ÁÖÉÇÁÔÅ ÆÒÏÍ ÔÈÅ Ȭ3ÔÁÒÔȭ ÂÕÔÔÏÎ,    
                             
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Select ‘All Programs’ ~ ‘Maintenance’ ~ Backup and Restore’ 
                           from the menu as shown here. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The whole process will take at least 40 minutes or more. This will 
depend on how much data you have accumulated on the hard drive. 
When the process is complete, document the day & time you created the 
hard drive image. This will be critical reference information if you ever 
need to use it in the future. 
 

Then select ‘Create a system image’  
   from the menu as shown here. 

The program will automatically  
search for a suitable backup drive ..... 
 
Ensure it has selected your external 
backup drive, check the drive letter! 
 
This is only an example shown, your 
backup drive may be another drive 
letter such as (Z:)   

On the next screen check that the 
Imaging program has correctly selected 
your (C:) ( System ) drive and any other 
partitions that may be a part of it. 
 
Then press the NEXT button to start the 
hard disk imaging process. 



 
 

NOTE:  9ÏÕ ÍÕÓÔ ÅÎÓÕÒÅ ÙÏÕ ÁÌÓÏ ÈÁÖÅ Á Ȭ3ÙÓÔÅÍ 2ÅÐÁÉÒ DVDȭ stored somewhere 
safe. This critical DVD is REQUIRED if you ever need to access the system backup 
image. I usually create and provide this DVD when I service or prepare new 
computers.   If you cannot locate it, please create this DVD as soon as possible. 
 
                                         You will need a blank DVD disk  

 
Once you have inserted the blank DVD, run the built in Windows 7 
ȬBackup and Restoreȭ ÐÒÏÇÒÁÍȢ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The rest is obvious, just follow the prompts. After you have successfully 
created the repair DVD remove it from the drive and label it. ( and keep it 
somewhere safe! ) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Final Notes: The reason it is wise to continue creating a new system hard drive 
image once a year is that after this time they start to become obsolete. If you ever 
have to restore a computer hard drive you will of course have to download all the 
missing updates and patches from the date you created the image up to the day you 
restored it. After a year, these missing updates will grow into an impractical amount 
to deal with and will add hours to a repair event if ever needed. Obviously you 
cannot keep creating new system images forever. At sometime you will run out of 
space on your backup drive. Old images can be deleted to keep space free. If you 
need technical support for this I can help you.   

Then select ‘Create a system repair 
disc’    from the menu as shown here. 


