Windows 7 Hard Drive Imaging:

By Jon Benjamin - www.exenvoid.com
This procedure should be carried out ‘Once a year’

If you create an image backup of your computer system drive, you could save

hundreds of dollars in repair bills if your computer ever suffers a serious disaster.

The image backup you create can be used to restore your computer to working
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attempted with technical support, but creating and storing the image/s is something

most users should learn to do themselves.

Prior to creating a system backup image, it is best to prepare the computer.

4 Ensure you have checked & installdbthe latest Microsoft updates
4 Carry out a full Anti Virus check of the system

4+ Carry out a fulAnti Malware check of the system

4+ Turn off screen saver and ensure no programs are running

4+ Disconnect the internet if you can

4 Ensure your external hard drive is connectedd dmas adequate
capacity to store a system drive image!
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program. If I have serviced your computer recently you may have a i
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oL Windows Remote Assistance
Malwarebytes' Anti-Malware
Microsoft Mouse
Microsoft Office

Mozilla Firefox ‘ Select ‘All Programs’ ~ ‘Maintenance’ ~ Backup and Restore’ ‘
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NVIDIA Corporation from the menu as shown here.

1 Back




-

O_Q *‘@ » Control Panel »

File Edit View Tools Help

Control Panel Home

“‘:ﬂ Create a system repair disc

@ On a hard disk

#) Create a system image <:|

Then select ‘Create a system image’
from the menu as shown here.

Create a system image
o more| | Looking for backup devices.

Where do you want to save the backup?

A system image is a copy of the drives required for Windows to run. It ca
drives, A system image can be used to restore your computer if youj
stops working; however, you can't choose individual items to g

from a system image?

@ On a hard disk

320 SATATI (E:) 131.61 GB free —

-

Most recent backup on drive: 22/10/2009 9:29:5% AM

The program will automatically
search for a suitable backup drive .....

Ensure it has selected your external
backup drive, check the drive letter!

This is only an example shown, your
backup drive may be another drive
letter such as (Z:)
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Which drives do you want to include in the backup?
The drives that are required for Windows to run will be included by default. You cannot include the drive
that you are saving the backup to.
Your backups are being saved on 320 SATAT (E:).
Drive B Total size Used space
1__‘;, System Reserved (System) 100,00 MB 29,65 MB
) [ | 100068 (7 93151 GB 67714 GB
i ' 500GB BACKUP (Z:) 465.76 GB 226.43 GB
b (IC:) (System) 93141 GB 268.80 GB
[ew ]

On the next screen check that the
Imaging program has correctly selected
your (C:) ( System ) drive and any other
partitions that may be a part of it.

Then press the NEXT button to start the
hard disk imaging process.

The whole process will take at least 40 minutes or more. This will
depend on how much data you have accumulated on the hard drive.
When the process is complete, document the day & time you created the
hard drive image. This will be critical reference information if you ever
need to use it in the future.
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safe. This critical DVD is REQUIRED if you ever need to access the system backup

image. | usually create and provide this DVD when | service or prepare new

computers. If you cannot locate it, please create this DVD as soon as possible.

You will need a blank DVD disk

Once you have inserted the blank DVD, run the built in Windows 7
Backup and Restore6 DOl COAI 8

'

- - . . |
vu ’@ » Control Panel »
File Edit View Tools Help Then select ‘Create a system repair

disc’ from the menu as shown here.
Control Panel Home

B Create a system image

® Create a system repair disc<:|

The rest is obvious, just follow the prompts. After you have successfully

created the repair DVD remove it from the drive and label it. (and keep it
somewhere safe! )

', Create a system repair disc [EJ I.il_‘—‘:—hj
1.

Select a COY/DVD drive and insert a blank disc into the drive

A system repair disc can be used to boot your computer., It also contains
Windows system recovery tools that can help you recover Windows from a
serious error of restore your computer from a system image.

Drive: 5 DVD RW Drive [D:) -

Create disc ] [ Cancel

Final Notes: The reason it is wise to continue creating a new system hard drive
image once a year is that after this time they start to become obsolete. If you ever
have to restore a computer hard drive you will of course have to download all the
missing updates and patches from the date you created the image up to the day you
restored it. After a year, these missing updates will grow into an impractical amount
to deal with and will add hours to a repair event if ever needed. Obviously you
cannot keep creating new system images forever. At sometime you will run out of
space on your backup drive. Old images can be deleted to keep space free. If you
need technical support for this I can help you.



